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Introducti on 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Dear Reader,  

 
 

 
In the age of technology and inf ormation  overload,  findi ng relevant  information  that  accurately  and 

honestly covers some of lifeõs most difficult  and controversial  issues can be challenging.  We have put 

together  a curriculum  that  attempts  to address the most important  questions surrounding the topics of 

abortion,  embryonic stem cell  research and euthanasia. 

 

The followi ng resource is intended for  high school teachers, youth leaders and church groups as they 

address and teach these issues.  Many high schools will  use them prior  to a visit  from a Right to Life 

Speaker,  and following  the visit  so as to put  the speakerõs visit  in context.  

 

We at The Right  to Life Association of Toronto hope that  you will  find  this resource a complement  to 

the programs already in existence.  Teachers are permitted  to photocopy the booklet  and use it  at 

their  discret ion, provided that  acknowledgement is given to the Association. 

 

We kindly accept  donations for  the curriculum  and will  provide more copies to teachers and youth 

leaders upon request.  

 

To obtain  more Learning the Life Issues Curriculums,  or to request a speaker to your school,  parish or 

youth group, please call  us at 416-483-7869 or visit  us at our web-site at www.rtl -tor onto.org.  

 
We hope that  this is a useful  tool  to all  who attempt  to understand and teach the Life Issues. 

For a Culture of Life,  

Paul Klotz 

Executive Director  

http://www.rtl-toronto.org/
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Grade 9:  Wiring  the  Brain  
 

Expectat ions:  
 

Å To allow students the opportunity  to realize just  one aspect of the  marvellous reality  of the development  

of the unborn.  

 

Å To appreciate the ways in which technology has made our knowledge of pre-natal life  possible. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
iring  the  Brain  

 
From Time Magazine 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Rat-a-tat -tat.  Rat -a-tat -tat. Rat -a-tat -tat.  If  scienti sts could eavesdrop on the brain of a human embryo 10, 

maybe 12 weeks after  conception,  they would hear an astonishing racket.  Inside the womb, long before light  

first  strikes the retina  of the eye or the earliest  dreamy images fli cker through the cort ex, nerve cells in the 

developing brain  crackle with  purposeful activity.  Like teenagers with te lephones, cells in one neighborhood of 

the brain are calling friends in another,  and these cells are calling their  friends,  and they keep calling one 

another  over and over again, "almost,"  says neurobiologist  Carla Shatz of the University of California,  Berkeley, 

"as if  they were autodialin g." 

 
But these neurons (as the long, wiry  cells that  carry electrical  messages through the nervous system and the 

brain are called) are not  t ransmitting  signals in scat tershot fashion. That  would produce a featureless stati c, 

the sort of noise picked up by a radio tuned between stations. On the cont rary,  evidence is growing that t he 

staccato bursts of electri cit y that  form those distinct ive rat -a-tat -tats arise from coordinated  waves of neural 

activity,  and that  those pulsing waves, like currents shifting  sand on the ocean f loor,  actually  change the 

shape of the brain,  carving mental  circuits  into  pat terns that  over time  will  enable the newborn infant  to 

perceive a father's voice,  a mother's touch, a shiny mobile twirling  over the crib.  

 
At birth  a baby's brain contains 100 billi on neurons, roughly as many nerve cells as there are stars in the Milky  

Way. Also in place are a t rillion  glial  cells,  named after  the Greek word for  glue, which form a kind of honey- 

comb that protects and nourishes the neurons. But while  the brain contains virtually  all  the nerve cells it  will  

ever have, the pattern  of wiring  between them has yet  to stabiliz e. Up to this point,  says Shatz, "what  the 

brain has done is lay out circuits  that are its best  guess about what 's required  for vision, for  language, for  

whatever."  The electric  signals that  are transmit ted between the neurons begin to modify  the original  òbest 

guessó layout  of the circuits  and refine  them.  As the child  develops in the womb, the increased sensory 

experiences assist this process. 

 
Scientists are also beginning to identify  some of the genes that  guide neurons as they migrate from one region 

of the brain to the other  making their  connections.  Consider the problem faced by neurons destined to become 

part  of the cerebral cort ex.  Because they arise relatively  late in the development  of the mammalian brain,  

billion s of these cells must push and shove their  way through dense colonies established by earlier  
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Grade 9:  Wiring  the  Brain  
 

migrants.  "It 's as if  the entire  population  of the East Coast decided to move en masse to the West Coast ," 

marvels Yale University neuroscientist  Dr.  Pasko Rakic, and marched through Cleveland, Chicago and Denver to 

get there.  

 
But of all  the problems the growing nervous system must solve, the 

most daunti ng is posed by the wiring  itself.  After  birth,  when the 

number of connections explodes, each of the brain's billions  of neurons 

will  forge links to thousands of others.  First they must  spin out a web 

of wire  like  fibres known as axons (which transmit  signals) and den- 

drites  (which receive them). The obj ective  is to form a synapse, the 

gap-like  st ructure  over which the axon of one neuron beams a signal to 

the dendrites  of another.  Before this can happen, axons and dendrites 

must almost touch.  And while  the short,  bushy dendrites  don't have to 

travel  very far,  axons (the  heavy-duty cables of the nervous system) must traver se distances that are the 

microscopic equivalent  of miles.  

 
What  guides an axon on its incredible  voyage is a "growth cone," a creepy,  crawly sprout that  looks something 

like  an amoeba. Scientists have known about growth cones since the turn  of the century.  What they didn't  

know until  recently  was that growth cones come equipped with  the molecular  equivalent  of sonar and radar. 

Just as instruments in a submarine or airplane scan the environment  for  signals, so molecules arrayed on the 

surface of growth cones search their  surroundings for  the presence of certa in proteins.  Some of these proteins,  

it  turns out,  are att ractants that  pull  the growth cones toward  them, while  others are repell ents that  push 

them away. 

 
Up to this point,  genes have controlled  the unfolding  of the brain.  As soon as axons make their first  connec- 

tions,  however,  the nerves begin to fir e, and what they do starts to matter more and more.  In essence, say 

scientist s, the developing nervous system has strung the equivalent  of telepho ne trunk  lines between the right  

neighbourhoods in the right  cities.  Now it  has to sort out which wires belong to which house, a problem that  

cannot be solved by genes alone for  reasons that  boil  down to simple arithmetic.  Eventually,  Berkeley's 

Goodman estimates,  a human brain must forge quadrillions  of connections. But there  are only 100,000 genes in 

human DNA. Even though half  these genes--some 50,000--appear to be dedi- 

cated to constructing  and maintaining  the nervous system, he observes, that's 

not enough to specify more than a tiny  fraction of the connections required  by a 

fully  functioning  brain.  

 

Reference.. . .  Time Magazine, February 3
rd

,  1997 cover story.  Modified  for  

classroom use. 
 
 
 
 

 
Quest ions for  Students:  

 
 

 
1.   What is the cause of the sound that scientists are picking up from inside the 

unborn childõs brain? 
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Grade 9:  Wiring  the  Brain  
 

2.   How early is the sound detected? 

 
3.   Is the sound that is detected like random static  that is heard on the radio?  Explain why or why not? 

 
4.   What are glial cells? 

 
5.   Wiring the brain is referri ng to the actual wires,  or axons, laid down by the brain that  connect  all  of  the 

nerve cells.  How does this process of òwiring the brainó take place? 

 
6.   How many connections will  actually  be made in the process of òwiring the brainó? 

 

 
Activ i t ies:  

 
1.   Unborn child ren have been operated on while  still  in the womb.  Research one of these incredible  

pre-natal  surgeries and report  to the class your findi ngs. 

 
Include the following  in your report :  

A)   Age of the child.  

B)   Medical condit ion that  the child  and/or  mother  are suffering.  
 

C)   Chances of survival.  

 
D)   Type of surgery that  was performed.  

 
E)   Effects of the surgery on the health of the mother  and child.  

F)   Immediate  and long-term results of the surgery. 

G)  Visual images of the surgery. 
 

For Teachers:  

 
Answers or questions on òWiring the Brainó: 

 
1.   The sound is made by the neurons that  are tra nsmitt ing electrical  messages back and forth  across the 

brain.  

 
2.   The sound is detected as early  as 10 to 12 weeks aft er conception.  

 
3.   Scientists are starting  to understand that  the stat ic sound is not random, but  an organized flow  of 

electri city that actually carves out patt erns in the brain,  like  waves making lines in the sand. 

 

4.   Glial cells are the cells that make up a honeycomb structure  within  the brain that  encapsulate the neurons 

and provide them nourishment.  

 
5.   Axons, long fiber -like  wires,  that  actually transmit  the neural signals, 

have to tra vel distances that  are equivalent  to miles in the brain.  

They are led by growth cones, amoeba-like  creatur es that  move 

through the brain with  what might  be considered radar and sonar 

equipment searching their  surroundings for  attr active  proteins.  

 
6.    Quadrillions of connections will  be made in this way. 
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Grade 9:  Milestones  of  Early  Life  
 

Expectat ions:  
 
Å To understand the stages of development of the u nborn.  

 
Å To familiar ize students with various research tools to find  important facts surrounding pre-natal li fe 

and abortion.  

M ilestones  of Early Life 
 

Our first ni ne months of li fe must  have been the most  eventful we have ever e xperienced. Here are the 

major  milestones of th at life before bi rt h - the chapter  in your own biography: 
 

 
 
 

Conception :  The fat her's sperm penet rates mother's egg cell. Genetic in st ruct ions from both parents 
interact to begin  a new and unique individual - no bigger than a grain of sugar. 

 

1st  Day:  The first ce ll divides into two,  the two into  four, and so on. 

 
1 Week:  The new individual burr ows into the wall  of the womb. 

 
2 Weeks:  Mother's menstrual peri od is suppressed by a hormone produced by her child.  

 
3 Weeks:  Heart is formin g, th en begins to beat .  Soon eyes start  to develop. 

Foundat ions of brain, spinal cord and nervous system are laid.  

 
4 Weeks:  Muscles are developing along the future spine. Arms and legs are budding. 

 
5 Weeks:  Child has grown 10,000 times to 6-7 mm (1/4")  long. 

Brain has human proport ions. 
Blood f lows in veins (but  stays separate  from 

mother's blood).  
Pituitary  gland in bra in is forming.  Mouth, ears 

and nose are taking shape. 

 
 

6 Weeks:  Heart's energy output  is 20 percent of adult's.  

Skeleton is form ed. Brain coordinates movement of 

muscles and organs. Ref lex responses have begun. 
Penis is forming in boys. (Mother misses second 
period.)  
Brain waves can be recorded. 

Spontaneous movements have begun. Buds of milk  teeth have appeared. 

 
7 Weeks:  Lips are sensit ive to touc h. Ears may resemble fami ly patte rn. 
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Grade 9:  Milestones  of  Early  
 
 

8 Weeks:  Child is we ll propo rtioned.  Now a small  scale baby, 3cm (1  1/8") long  and 

weighing a gram (1/30th oz.)  Every organ  is present. Heart beats sturdily. 
Stomach produces digestive j uices. Liver makes blood cell s.  

Kidneys begin to fun ctio n.  Taste buds are forming.  Fingerprints are being engraved. Eyes, 
lids and palms of hands are sensit ive to touc h. 

 
9 Weeks:  Child will bend  f ingers around an object  placed in 

the palm. T humb sucking occurs. 
 

Fingernails are now formi ng. 
 
 

10 Weeks:  Body is sensit ive to t ouch. Child squints, swallows, 
puckers up brow and f rowns. 

 
11 Weeks:  Baby urinates, makes complex facial e xpressions - 

even smiles. 

 
3 Months:  Vigorous activity  shows distinct individuality.  Child can kick, tu rn feet , curl 

and fan t oes, make a fist , move thumbs, bend wri sts, turn head, open mouth 
and press lips tightly to gether.  Breathing is pract iced. 
Face is prett ier,  facial e xpressions resembling parents'. Movements are 

graceful,  ref lexes vigorous. Vocal cords are formed (but  without  air  baby 
cannot cry). Sex organs are apparent .  

 
4 Months:  Child can grasp with hands, swim and turn  somersaults. 

 
4-5 Months:  Mother f irst  feels baby's movements. 

 
5 Months:  Sleeping habits appear, but  a slammed door will pr ovoke 

activity. Ch il d responds to sounds in fr equencies too high or 

low for  adults to hear.  

 
6 Months:  Fine hair grows on eye brows & head. Eye-lash fr inge 

appears. Weight is about 640g (22 oz.),  height 23 cm (9"). 
Babies born at this age can survive. 

 
7 Months:  Eyes and t eeth are present . Eyelids open and close, eyes 

look around. Hands grip strongly.  Mother's voice is heard 

and recognized. 

 
8 Months:  Weight incr eases by 1 kg. (over 2 lbs.) and baby's quarters 

get cramped. 

 
9 Months:  Child triggers lab our and birth  occurs, usually 255-275 days after  conception.  

Of 45 generations of cell divisions be fore adulthood, 41 have taken place. 

Four more will  come during the rest  of childhood and adolescence. 
 

Did you  know:  
 

Around 1970 American physician Dr. Russell Sacco of Portland, Oregon, bec ame acutely  aware of the  highly 
developed human characteristics  of aborted  infants in  a pathol ogist's laboratory.  

His striking photograph  of the  perfectly  formed feet of  a 10-week unborn chi ld kil led by abort ion has been 
published world -wide.  In 1974 it  inspired Mrs. Virginia  Evers of Taylor, Arizona to create the  "Precious 
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Feet " lapel pin identical in si ze and shape to an unborn child's feet  10 weeks after  concept ion.  Now des- 

ignated the intern at ional pro-li fe symbol,  it is  used by li terally milli ons of pro -life  

supporters throughout t he world.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Activities  for Student s: 

 
 

 
Using the internet  and various magazines and newspapers complete  the following  research 

assignments: 
 

1.  Create a pictorial  journey  of the life  of the child within  the womb to correspond with  the 

facts given in òMilestones of Early Lifeó. 
 

A)  Estimate the actual  size of the child at each stage of development.  
 

2. Abortion takes the life  of the child while  st ill  in the womb. Where would you go to research 

the following  information:  
 

A)  How many abortions are performed  in Canada each year? 

B)  When was abortion  first  legalized in Canada? 

C)  What does the Catholic Church say about abortion? 
 

 
 

Helpful  Hints  
 

Familiarize  yourself with  the various tools for  f inding this information.  
 

1.  Life magazine has beautiful  images of prenatal  life  as do many scientific  and university  web 

sites. 
 

2. A) Statistics Canada will  have information  on the number of abortion s. Pay attention  to 

the fact  that  some provinces donõt report  their  numbers. Look back at past statist ics 

and add in an estimated  number of abortions for  that  particular  province.  
 

B) Look up the Omnibus Bill  of 1969 and the Morgentaler Decision of 1988. There are 

other court  cases of interest  that  can be researched very easily on the Internet.  
 

C) Donõt forget  the Catechism of the Catholic Church or the Vatican Website at 

www.vatican.va.  

http://www.vatican.va/
http://www.vatican.va/
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Grade 9:  Pre-Natal  Development  
 

ho Says Life  Begins at  Concepti on? 
 

 
 

òI have learned from my earliest medical educat ion that hu man life begi ns at the ti me of con- 
ception. I sub mit that human life is prese nt throughout this entire sequence from  

conception to adulthood  and any interruption at  any point co nstitutes a termination  of a human life.ó 
ð Dr. Jerome LeJeune, genetics professor at the Unive rsity of Descartes in Paris (discoverer of the Down 

Syndrome chromosome) 
 

 
òEach individual has a very neat beginning, at conception.ó 

ð Prof. Micheline Matthew s-Roth, Harvard University Medical School 
 

 
òThe beginning of a single human life  is, from  a biological point of  view, a simple and str aightfor ward 
matter - the beginni ng is concept ionó 

ð Dr. Landrum Shettles, discoverer of  male and female producing sperm 
 

 
òBy all the criter ia of modern molecular bio logy, life  is present f rom the moment of conception.ó 

ð Dr. Hymie Gordon, Chairman of the Depar tment of Genetics at the Mayo Clinic 

 
Still not con vinced? 

 
Check out this amazing photo and statement:  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

"My name is Michael Clancy and I am the photojo urnalist that p hotographed Samuel Armas reaching from his 

mother's womb and react ing to the t ouch of his surgeon at twenty -one weeks in utero duri ng a spina bifida 

corrective p rocedure in 1999." 

 
"Out of the corner of my eye I saw the uterus shake,  but no one's hands were near it. It was  shaking from 

within. Suddenly, an entire arm thr ust out of the ope ning, then pulled back until just a little hand was 

showing. The doctor reac hed over and lifted the ha nd, which reacted and squeezed the doctor's fi nger. As if 

testing for  strength, the doc tor shook the tiny fist. Samuel held firm. I took t he picture! Wow! It happened 

so fast that the nurse standing next to  me asked, "What happened?" "The child reached out," I said. "Oh. 

They do that all the time,"  she responded." 
 

(Taken from the web-site www.gravityteen.com)  

http://www.rtl-toronto.org/
http://www.gravityteen.com/
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Grade 9:  Pre-Natal  Development  
 

ne Incredible  Photo! 
 

"Eleven years ago while administering an anesthetic for ruptur ed ectopic pr egnancy (at two 
months gestation) I was handed what I believe  was the smallest l iving human being ever seen. 
The embryo sac was intact  and transparent. Within the sac was a tiny (approx. 1cm) human  

male swimming extr emely vigorously in the amniot ic fluid, while attac hed to the wall by t he umbilical  

cord.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This award winning photograph was taken by Robert Wolfe, Medical Photographer at the Unive rsity of 

Minnesota. This tiny unborn child wa s yet alive at t his moment, only 6 -7 weeks after the first day of 

last menstrual period; a j ust removed tubal (ecto pic) pregnancy.  
 

 
 

"This tiny human was perfectly devel oped, with long tapering  fingers,  feet and  toes. It was almost trans- 
parent, as regar ds the skin, and the delicate arteries  and veins were prominent to the ends of the fi ngers. 

The baby was extremely alive and swam about the sac approximately one time  per second, with a natural 

swimmer's stroke. This t iny human did not look at  all  like the  photos and drawings and models of 'embryos' 

which I have seen, nor did it look like the few embryos I have been able to o bserve since then, obvious ly 

because this one was alive. 

 
"The swimming human was observed by the Head Surgery nurse and our chil dren, who were called out of 

school to  observe such a unique phenomenon. When the sac was opened, the tiny human imm ediately lost 

its li fe and took on the appearance of what is accepted as the appearance of an embr yo at this age. 

 
Six months later, at a lec ture in embryology at Harvard University, I  had occasion to ask the approxi - 

mately 150 physicians present whether any had witn essed such a phenomenon. All were amazed and none 

had seen nor heard of such an event."  

 
Dr. Paul E. Rockwell, Director of  Anesthesiology, Leonard Hospital, T roy, New York: Letter to the edi t or, 

Albany, Tim es-Union, 10t h March 1970.  
 

(Taken from the web-site www.gravityteen.com)  

http://www.gravityteen.com/
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Grade 9:  Truth,  What  is it?  
 

Expectat ions:  
 

Å This lesson pertains to Christian Moral Development.  Students are encouraged to 

dialogue about obje ctive  truth s, what  some of them  might  be, and how they dif fer  

from our  subjective  experience.  
 

Å Students can reflect  on where the laws governing our 

actions come from and how these might  apply to the 

abortion  issue. 
 
 

 
ruth:  What is it?  

 
 

 
The subject  is the person, place or thing (noun) 

performing  the action . 
 

The object  is the person, place or thing that  is OUTSIDE of the subject  that  receives the 

action of the subject  and verb.  

 
In the  sentence òThe cat sat on the  mató, what  is the subject? What is the  object? 

 

The words SUBJECTIVE and OBJECTIVE are words that  describe the way in which we under- 

stand and express the reality  around us. 
 
 

 

·  Likes and dislikes 
 

·  Tastes 

SUBJECTIVE (I) 

 

·  Feelings, emotions,  imaginings 
 

·  Personal responses to things like  movies, art,  books, types 

of food,  people,  situations.  
 

·  Responses that  are subjective  can change. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Examples: 

·  My feelings about a book I just  read or a movie that  I saw 

·  A sense or feeling  that  I get about  a person or a certa in situation.  
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Grade 9:  Truth,  What  is it?   

 
OBJECTIVE (Not I) 

 

 
·  Factual evidence about  a thing that I can observe.  

 
·  Physical laws that  govern the world  around me. 

 
·  Laws that  govern human behaviour.  

 
·  Real things and situat ions outside of myself that  I cannot  change. 

 

·  Truths about  life  and the universe that  exist regardless of my knowing them,  or even 

of my own existence.  
 

 
A moral  relativist  claims that  there  is no absolute  TRUTH, and that  everything  is a matter  

of OPINION. Do you see the  contradiction  in th is sentence? 
 

 
 

Examples: 
 
Å 2+2 = 4 

 
Å Laws of Mathematics:  the whole is 

always greater  than the part  
 

Å Physics: gravity  always tends towards 

the centre. 
 

Å Universal Ethical or Moral Principles:  it  

is always wrong to take innocent  human 

life ; the 10 Commandments.  
 

Å The things that  the spoken word signifies.  
 

Rene Descartes underst ood reali t y to  be what you  think.  Do you see a problem with  his 

thinkin g? 

 

Moral  Relativism  began as a philosophy in the 18
th  

Century.  A French philosopher called 

Rene Descartes and others like  Immanuel Kant, John Stuart Mill  and Henry Sidwick 

developed ideologies that  tried  to rationali ze moral absolutism.  Their philosophies were 

complex and difficult  for  the common person to understand, but  they were successful in 

making people begin to  doubt that  there  could be objective  truth.  They sowed seeds of 

scepticism that  would eventually have a huge impact  on society.  

 

Moral or ethical  relat ivism takes the laws that govern human behaviour that  are object ive 

and knowable by all,  and confuses them with the thi ngs that  are SUBJECTIVE.  In other 
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Grade 9:  Truth,  What  is it?  
 

words, whether  or not I perform  the right  action only depends on my feelings,  moods, or 

impressions at the time.  

 

Moral or ethical  relat ivism claims that  we cannot know the laws that govern human 

behaviour because every person is unique.  It  fails  to acknowledge that  even though we are 

all  individ uals, we have the same human nature,  and laws govern  natu res.  Each 

person has to decide for him or herself  whether  or not they will  obey these laws, NOT 

whether  or not these laws exist.  
 
Review of Definitions  

 
 
Moral:  Having to do with  right  or wrong action. 

 
Relative:  dependent upon the situation;  individual moods, feelings,  impressions that  can 

change according to the personõs response to a situati on. 

 

Moral Relativis m:  The belief  that  the indivi dual decides the ògoodnessó or òbadnessó of any 

action.  It  assumes that moral action  is random, that  all  opinions are equally correct.  

 

Objectiv e:  to be free  from personal feelings or bias: something is true  in and of itself.  
 

 
 

Consider thi s:  If  an action is good or evil  depending on what the person performing  that  

action believes, nothing can be wrong.  Hitlerõs method of dealing with  people would be 

morally equal to Mother Teresaõs method.  We could not condemn slavery in America, be- 

cause people owning slaves did not believe it  was wrong.  We could not send mass 

murderers or terrorists  to jail  because they do what they believe is òrightó to them.  

 

If  there  was no objective  rule of right  or wrong governing our actions, then there  could 

never be a way to call  an action unfair  or unjust.  But our reason tells  us that  injustice  does 

exist.  Bad actions are punishable and good ac- 

tions should be rewarded. 

 
So where do we get our standard for  knowing what 

is morally  right  and morally  wrong? 

 

The natural  law is our standard for  knowing what 

actions are right  and what  actions are wrong. 
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Where does the  natural  law come f rom? 
 

God gave us laws that  were not only written  on tablets  of stone 

(The Ten Commandments),  but  are written  in our very nature.  We 

were created with  a conscience that  tells  us what is right  and 

wrong. This moral code is writ ten in the hearts of all  human beings, 

in all  places of the world,  in all  t imes and eras. 
 

However, the fact  that  natural  law exists does not ensure that  all  

people will  obey it.  Unlike animals, plants,  and the rest  of the 

created world,  God has given mankind the freedom to choose whether he will  act in 

accordance with  the moral law,  or not.  Human beings throughout  the centuries have made 

laws  contrary  to the natural  law,  permit ting  or even forcing  indivi duals to commit  terrible  

crimes against themselves or one another.  

 

If  we look at the Ten Commandments, they might  

appear to be negative.  Though most statements 

begin with  òThou shall notó, these laws define for  

us basic moral behaviour.  These laws govern our 

very nature.  They are the guidebook to happiness 

and freedom,  precisely because they respect our 

nature and they teach us how to fulfill  it.  

 

God asks us to choose life.  òSee, today I set before you life  and prosperity,  death and dis- 

aster...Ch oose life,  then, so that  you and your descendents may live in the love of God, 

obeying his voice,  cli nging to Him: for  in this your life  depends.ó  Duet. 30:19-20 

 

Lying, stealing,  committing  sexual sins or coveting our neighbourõs goods are not ways to be 

happy, fulfilled  people.  Actions that  are cont rary to the laws outli ned in the Ten Com- 

mandments do not bring happiness and life,  but  rather  sorrow, heartache and sometimes 

death.  This is not a matter  of opinion,  but  a matter  of objective  t ruth.  

 

The Use of  Language:  
 

How do we know that  there  is an objective  reality  outside of ourselves? 

By the use of our senses, our judgment  and by the use of 

language we recognize that  there is a reality  outside of ourselves that  

is objective  and that  can be communicated through the manipulation  of 

sounds. 

 

The sounds that  we use when we speak have no meaning by them- 
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selves.  But  we have learnt  to associate certain sounds 

with  certain realit ies.  For example,  if  I use the sounds 

òdó and òoó and ògó together,  I come up with the sound 

òdogó.  To someone who is not familiar  with  those 

sounds, òdogó would mean nothing.  However, we have 

all  been taught that  the sound òdogó signifies a very 

specific  kind of furry,  four  legged animal.  

 

In fact,  if  you did not know the reali t y that  most words signify,  you would not  be able to 

communicate.  Take a foreign film,  for  example.  A movie made in another country,  in 

another language only needs to have sub-tit les to make the film  intelligible  to us.  In other 

words, only the symbols have to be changed.  The realit ies portrayed  on the screen are the 

same. 

 

Every language is a system of sounds where by people are able to make sense of the world 

outside of themselves and communicate  it  to others.  
 

 
 
 

ABSTRACTING THE UNIVERSAL 
 

Not only do words have meaning because they signify things,  

but  things  th emselves have meanin g.  When I look at a pen 

or a chair,  those things give my brain the meaning of ôpen 

nessõ and ôchair  nessõ.  The essence, or ôwhat it  isõ 

of each th ing is communicated to me by the very nature of the thi ng.  Thus, what we call  

the ôuniversalõ is communicated to me by abstracting  the ò-nessó from each particular  

thing.  

 

I donõt have to see every pen in the world  to know that  what òthis particular  penó is that  I 

have in my hand.  The ôwhat it  isõ of a pen or its òpen-nessó was known to me the first  

time I identified  one.  At that moment,  my mind automatic ally  absorbed òpen-nessó and 

now I will  always recognize all  kinds of different  pens!  That is call ed òabstracting the 

universal.ó 
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Questions for  Students :  

 

 
 
 

1. How does the lesson on truth  apply to the abortion  

issue? 
 

2. What are some laws that  govern our human nature 

that  can be applied in any society? 
 

3. Moral Relativism  has been called the òPhilosophy of Convenienceó.  Why do you think  

this is its nick-name? 
 

Activities:  
 

Have the class break up into  groups.  Choose several objects  in 

the classroom and have each group come up with  definitions  of 

these thin gs. Groups have to identify  what  criteria  they used to 

arrive  at the definition.   Compare definitions  with  other  groups. 
 
 

 
Hints:  

 
How do we define  thi ngs according to objective  criteria ? 

 
1. How does the object  appear?  This category is important  be- 

cause thr ough the understanding of the physical properties  we 

can gain a deeper understanding of the thi ngõs nature.  But 

physical appearances alone are not sufficient.  Many different  

things could have similar physical appearances.  For example 

you can  have a candle that  has the appearances of an apple.  
 

2. What are the activ ities and powers of the thing?  What can it  

do? This is also partially  incomplete  as powers, abilities  and ac- 

tivities  can be dormant.  Try to avoid understanding a thing only by its function.  

(Functionalism)  
 

3. What will  fulfill  or actualize  the object?  In other  words what is the purpose of the 

object?  Knowing the ôendõ or ôwhat this thing exists forõ will  greatly assist us in 

knowing what it  is. (Teleology) 
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Expectations:  
 

Å To prepare students with  many of t he tools necessary to ar t iculate  t he pro-l ife posit ion. 
 

Å To allow  students the  chance to see what t he key arguments of the pro -abortion po siti on are and to 

be able to u nderstand where th ey fall shor t .  
 

 
 
 

Abortion Law in Canada  
 

Canada is one of t he only countries in the world without an abortion law.  In the 

Morgentaler Decision of 1988, the law that  had existed was struck down, and no law 

has been put in  it s place. 

 

In the absence of a law, there are NO regulations governing abort ion.  It  is available 

throu gh all  nine  months  of pregnancy, up  to the moment  of de live ry, for  no reason  or any reason at 

all .  There is no age limit  and no parental consent needed for  minors seeking abortion.  

 

The Pro -Life Position  
 

Pro-li fe advocates claim that  abortion t akes the li fe of an innocent human being. 

 
1.   Scientific  Proof :  The genetic code contains 50 ti mes more 

information  about this new individual than the  inf ormation 

contained in an  entire  set of  Encyclopedia Brit annica. 

 

a.   It  is no longer disputed within  the scientific  community  when 

human life  begins.  Human li fe begins at the moment of 

conception when  23 chromosomes from t he mother  combine with 23  chromosomes of 

the fat her and form  a complete DNA chain of 46 chromosomes.  The newly conceived 

indiv idual is a human being contain ing with in it self the inhere nt power  and capacity 

to  grow and act  as a human being.  This action begins at t he moment of concept ion 

and cont inues throughout  the personõs enti re life.  

 

b.  The newly conceived embryo is dist inct  f rom the mother and fully alive.  There are 

thr ee cri teria necessary to prove thi s: 

 

i.  The unbo rn is an indi vi dual ,  dist inct from  her father  and mother, 

with her own DNA, blo od type, own respiratory  and digest ive sys- 

tems, own  gender.  

 

ii.  The unborn  is l iving ,  characterized  by a metabolism, growth, 

reaction to  stimuli,  and regeneration.  

 
ii i.  The unborn  is self co nt aine d, having everything necessary to 

proceed thr ough the full series of human developmental stages. 
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She has the inherent ca pacity to  actualize  all t he powers  of her  own nature  and 

develop though the embryonic period to the fetal stage, to infa ncy, childhood, 

adolescence, adulthood and old age. 

 

2.  Philosophical Proof:  

 
a.   If  the unborn  child  is NOT a human being then no just ification  for abortion is 

necessary.  We do not  need to  give reasons why we kill pl ants,  ants or grasshoppers or 

why we eat hamburgers or chicken nuggets.  If the unborn is not a  human being we 

would need no reason to j ustify ta king her life.  Any reason would  be adequate.  

 
b.  If  the unborn is a human being then no r eason is adequate for  abortion.  Killing  an 

innocent human being can never be j ustified.  

 
c.   What does this position r eveal about t he nature  of human li fe? 

 

 
 
 

The Pro -Abortion Position  
 

Advocates for abortion say that t he woman has the right  to choose whether or not she will termin ate her 

pregnancy, thus ending the life  of her child.  

 

1.  The unborn  may be a human being,  but  it  is not  a person.  If it  is not  a person then  it  

does not  have the  rights  of  a person and we can kill  it.  

 
Response: 

 
A.  Personhood does not begi n.  It belongs to  a being of human originña being who has a 

human father and  a human mother.  

 

B.  Can you separate  òpersonhoodó from  human li fe? 

Could there ever be a person who was not human 

or a human that  was not a person?  These terms 

are interchangeable and separating t hem to 

justi fy killing the  unborn is playing with  words. 

 

C.  The definiti on of òpersonó is not  a matter  of 

personal opinion.  We cannot arbitrarily  make up 

defi niti ons and use them to  j ustify taking the 

lives of  those we do not i nclude in our defi niti on.  How has denying personhood to 

some groups affected  societ ies in the past? 

 

D.  Even if o ne is unsure when personhood begins, can we kill  in the absence of certai nty? 

Would a demoliti on company be ju st if ied saying òWe are not sure if t here are people 

in that buil ding over the re, but letõs j ust  blow it up anyway?ó 



120 Eglinton Avenue, East  Phone: 416-483-7869 

 
Suite 700  Fax: 416-483-7052 

 
Toronto,  ON, M4P 1E2  Web Site: www.rtl -t oronto.o rg 

 
 

 
 

 

The Right  to Life  Associat ion of Toronto                                                                         18
 

Grade 10:  Pro-Life  Apologetics  
 

2. You cannot force your morality  on others.  Every situation  is different.  Abortion is a 

private matter  between a woman and her doctor.  

 
Response: 

 
a.   These arguments come from a deeply 

held philosophy that  is prevalent  in our 

society t oday called Moral Relativism. 

Moral relativ ism tries to confuse our 

subj ecti ve feelings with t hings that are 

object ively t rue.  The pr o-life pos ition 

regarding abort ion is an obj ect ive moral 

claim .  It is not  a feeling, prefe rence or 

personal opinion.  The pro-li fe positi on 

does not state that we personally dislike abortion, but that it is object ively morally  

wrong for  all people,  at  all  time s. 

 
b.  To say ò you cannot  force your  morality on othersó is self-ref ut ing.  You are forcing 

your morality  on me by telling  me that I  cannot force  my morality on  others.  

 

c.   If  I cannot te ll  others that t heir  act ions are wrong, then I cannot condemn what Hit ler 

did to t he Jews, what Charles Manson did to  his vict ims, or what Jeffrey Dahmer  did to 

his.  I would be required to look at t he actions of Mother T eresa and Osama bin Laden 

as being equal.  If I  cannot  tell people that  their  actions are wrong then I  

cannot condemn child  abuse, slavery, smoking or murder.  

 
d.  Moral Relati vism is inconsistent  with d aily livin g.  Try stealing the purse or wallet of 

someone who believes that  there is no obje ct ive moral  right and  wrong.  If  they 

prote st, t ell them th at  you believe there is nothing wrong with stealing.  

 

e.  We j udge the actions of others all t he t ime in order to determi ne whether t hey wi ll be 

a good friend  or spouse, whether t hey will do w ell in a specific j ob, or a high school or 

university p rogram.  Actions can be judged as objectively  right  or wrong.  That is the 

very basis of law!  

 

3. Who is going to raise all of these children? Our world  is already overpopulated.  
 

Response: 
 

a.   Get the facts:  The Toronto Star, Sept. 26, 2002 

òThe number of  babies born in Canada in 2000 hit its 

lowest level since  1946, driving  the country's fe rt il it y 

rate to  a record low,  says Stat istics Canada...ó 

 
b.  The Globe and Mail:  Sept .  26, 2002 ò The Stats Can 

report says that  327,882 babies were born in Canada 

in 2000, the lowest level  in 56 yearsé. the data 

http://www.rtl-toronto.org/
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released yesterday ref lect s a world-wide t rend that is pushing t he median age in developed 

countries beyond 40.  The stati stics serve to reinfo rce government assertions that  increased 

immigration  is necessary to maintain  a viable work force.ó 

 

c.   The countri es of t he developed world  are not r eplacing 

themselves. In fact,  Canadaõs fert i lity  rate  is lower  than 

that of end angered  species.  Endangered species 

reproduce at a  rate  of 1.5 per couple.  Canadaõs rate  is 

1.49.  There were 327, 882 babies born in Canada in 2000, 

and over 120,000 abortions.  That  means that  approxi- 

mately one in four  pregnancies in Canada end in abortion.  

 

d.  NEW YORK, Aug 21, 02 - The New York Times issued warnings fr om United Nations 

Statistics chief Dr. Joseph Chamie not ing the soon-to-be-felt hi gh toll of the low bir th rate 

in developed count ri es. The paper described the current si tuati on of low bir t hs and growing 

elderly populations as dynamics which "cause havoc" in retirem ent systems such as those in 

place throughout most of the developed world.  

 
e.  Even if the  western world were not  in a crisis, it  would st i ll  be unjustif ied to k ill  an 

innocent per son because you did not want to  overpopulate t he world.  If the unborn is 

human, we cannot kill her for  any reason. 

 

4. The unborn do not ACT like fully  functioning  human beings. They donõt look like  persons, 

and are dependent on their  mother  for  lif e. 

 

Response: 

 
a. At each stage of development, a  human person looks and acts 

the way it  ought to at t hat  stage.  

 

b. Human personhood should not depend on such things as level  of 

development .  Where would we draw the li ne?  What  if someone 

decided that  the level of development of  a three-year-old was 

not enough to constitute personhood? 

 
c.   Human beings come in all shapes and sizes.  We cannot use size to determi ne personhood. 

 
d.  Clearly t he environment  of the person should have no bearing on whether or not they  are a 

person.  Could someone be considered more of a person if they  came from  Japan 

instead of France? 

 
e.  Degree of dependency also cannot be a factor  in 

determining  personhood, as we are at varying 

stages of dependency throughout t he duration  of 

our lives.  
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5. What about rape? How can you expect a woman who has been raped to carry the child  to 

term, and  then have the child  serve as a constant reminder  of that  terrible  incident.  

 
Response: 

 
a. Abortion due to  rape constitu tes less than 2% of all abortions in Canada 

and the United States.  It is  uncommon for  a woman who is raped to  

fall pregna nt .  Would you permit a  law allowing abortion  on demand 

just for  t he sake of 2%?  Some aborti on advocates appeal to the  òrape 

exceptionó not  with t he intenti on of protect ing the victims  of rape, 

but  as a means of justifying  aborti on on demand.  The solution to rape 

is stopping rape. 
 

b. Can one horrib le act of  violence on an innocent  person (rape) be 

redeemed by performing  another  act of horrible  violence on an 
Rebecca Kiessling, mother of four 

and a lawyer,  was a child  of rape. 
innocent person (abort ion)?  Can you think of any other instance where 

we would kill one innoc ent  human being for  the benefit  of another? 
 

a.   Abortion  cannot change the fact that the woman was raped, and it  certainly cannot heal the 

pain.  A motherõs love for  her child can.  In almost all  cases where the woman has given 

birth to t he child, it has evoked motherly love  and care for  t he child, bringing he aling and 

closure to what  started  out  as a horri ble and violent experience. 

 
d.  People who were conceived in rape, like Rebecca Kiessling, are offended  that  people think 

abortion should be permitted in  cases of rape.  Rebecca is not responsible for the  crime of 

her father.  Is her li fe not worth prote cting ju st  as much as anyoneõs? 

 

Here are some other  concerns and comments raised by pro-abortion  

advocates: 

1.  If  abortion  is re st ricted, women will die  from back  alley  abortions.  

 
a.   Know the  facts:  According to t he U.S. Bureau of Vital St at istic s, there were 39 women 

who died fr om illegal  abortions  in 1972, the year before Roe v. Wade.  Dr.  Andre 

Hellegers, t he late Professor of Obstet rics and Gynecology at Georgetown University 

Hospital, pointed out th at t here has been a steady decrease of abort ion-related deaths 

since 1942. That  year there were 1,231 deaths. Due to improved medical  care and the 

use of penic illin ,  thi s number fell to  133 by 1968. The 

year before the  fir st  state-legalized abortion,  1966, 

there were about  120 abortion -related deaths.  

 

b.  In Canada, in 1969, the year abortion  became legal, 

there were 11 cases of maternal death documented 

as caused by abortion,  yet t he media report ed 

maternal de aths in t he thousands. 

 

c.   òHow many deaths were we talking about  when abortion  was illegal? ...It  was always 

ô5,000 to 10,000 deaths a year.õ I confess that  I knew the fi gures were totally falseé It 

was a useful  figure,  widely  accepted,  so why go out of  our way to correct  it  with hone st  
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statistics.ó  Bernard Nathanson, M.D., Abor t ing America  (New York:  Doubleday, 1979),  

193. 

 
d.  In the  July 1960 editi on of the  American Journal  of Publ ic Heal t h,  an arti cle by Dr. Mary 

Calderon, then medical  direct or of Planned Pare nthood,  stated: "90% of illegal  abortions 

are being done by physicians. Call th em what you will,  abortionists,  or anything else, they 

are still  physicians, trained  as such; ...  They must do a pret ty good j ob if the death rate is 

as low as it i s... Abor t ion,  whether t herapeutic  or ill egal, is no longer dangerous, because it 

is being done well  by physicians." 

 

e.  If  the unborn are human beings, why should the law be faulted for seeking to prote ct their 

lives?  If  someone suffers while trying to  commit  a crime,  do we legalize the crime so that 

they wonõt hurt them selves the next t ime they commit  it? 

 
 

 
2.  Every child should be a wanted ch i ld.  You cannot force women  to bring  unwanted  children 

into  the  world.  

 

a.   Can ônot wantingõ a person be a li cense to k ill?  Does 

ôwantingõ a child suddenly constitute personhood, while  

ônot wantingõ the child take  it  away?  Personhood does not 

begin when we want it t o.  It  belongs to a being of human 

origin.  

 
b.  Know the  facts:  Legalizing aborti on was supposed to help  reduce child abuse, since it w as 

assumed most  abused children were unwanted. But  this t heory has been disproved by 

scientific  studies as well  as by the evidence th at  child abuse has sharply increased since 

abortion be came legal.  

 

c.   In 1973, when abortion became legal in the United States, the re were 167,000 cases of 

child  abuse and neglect  reported.  Yet in 1980 there  were 785,100 cases - an increase of 

370% from 1973. Furthermore,  in 1987, there were 2,025,200 cases reported,  which 

represents an increase of 1112%.  (Source: U.S. Department of  Health and Human Services. 

National Center  of Child Abuse and Neglect;  National Analysis of Official  Child Abuse and 

Neglect  Reporting).  

 
 

 
3. You cannot take away a womanõs ri ght to choose.  We should trust 

women to  make the ir  own responsible  choice s.  

 
Which is the more fundamental human right, t he right to  choose or the 

right  to life?  In other  words, what  do you need first  in order to be able to 

pursue the other just  rights accorded to you?   Your right to  choose is 

pret ty limi ted if you are dead.  Obviously you need the right to li fe before 

you can have the right to choose.  The unborn child  also has a right to 

choose.  But  in a rights conflict w here rights  of li fe are in confli ct  with 
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rights of choice, life  must always be given precedence, because it is  more fundamental by 

nature.  

 

All human beings have a right  to choose.  WHAT we choose will determine  whether  our 

actions are good or evil.  No person has the right to choose what is  wrong. In t he claim òa 

woman has a right  to chooseó, ask that  the sentence be completed.  Choose what? 

 

4.  Iõm personally  opposed to  abortio n, but  it  should be up to the mother to de cide.  

 
a.   Why are you personally o pposed to abortion?  If 

it  is not  an object ive moral  evil, if  it does not 

take t he life  of an unborn child, why be opposed 

at all?  Women should be able to have as many 

abortions as they want .  But  if it  is the taking of 

a human life,  then it  should never be permitted. 

Is it  good for mothers  and fathers in  our society 

to  take t he l ives of t heir  children? 

 
 

 
5.  What about  the case when  the motherõs life is in  danger? 

 
When the motherõs life is  in danger as in the case of an ectopic pregnancy, int ervention 

is required to save the lives of both t he mother a nd child.  In most cases it is  impossible 

to save the life of t he chil d, as she is too young and we do not have the technology to 

re-implant t he child into the motherõs womb.  However, this is  not considered an abor- 

tion beca use abortion  always intends to kill t he child.  This is a medical procedure with 

the i ntent ion to  save both liv es, even if we  know in advance that  it  may be impossible. 

 

 
A People Who Lose Their Virtu e Will Soon Be Deprived  of Their Freedom  

 

Weõve missed the meaning of true  freedom by an astonishing mark.  

Clearly, fr eedom is not simply the ability  to do anything we want.  Thatõs 

not freedom  at all,  but  slavery to our passions and the power of the strong 

over the  weak.  Freedom is the ability  to pursue the  good; what  is t rue, 

right, just  and what will  bring us real happiness. 

 

When the law sanctions the selfishness of the powerful  over the lives of the 

powerless, it  perverts it s own function  and compounds the moral confusion 

of those who lack regard for  the rights and dignity  of others.  Law exists to 

protect the  vulnerable  from those who would place their  selfish desires 

over others' rights.  
 
 

A law that  would permit  adults who don't want children,  or don't want disabled children,  or 

don't want  female children,  or don't want child ren òright nowó to feel  that  they are morally  
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free  to ter minate  the lives of their  children  for  these reasons; a law such as this,  teaches 

society that  people exist for  otherõs use and/or  enjoyment.  When people are no longer 

useful, ôwantedõ or enjoyable,  it  follows  then,  that  they may be disposed of.  

 

This attitude  in society seriously threatens  our freedom and those human rights that  are 

inherent and  fundamental  to all  of us. 
 

Acknowledgement:  Some of  the  material  in  this  section  is taken  from  Scott  Klusendorfõs 

book òPro-life  101.ó 
 

 
 
 

Activities  for Students  
 

 
 
 
1.  Research an issue that  has come up over the past  century  where there  was a rights conflict.  

What was the conflict  about? How was it  resolved? 
 
2.  Do you agree with  the resolution.  Why or why not? 

 
3.  What role did popular opinion have to play in the decision? 

 
4.  What was the result  of the decision? How did it affect  history and the society that  was 

involved in  the dispute? 
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Testimony  of  Gianna Jessen 
 

Expectati ons: 
 

Å For students to have the opportunity  to see how aborti on has affected  the life  of a real 

person. 
 

Å For students to consider such concepts as goodness coming out of a painful  situati on, the 

power of the will  to li ve or of the human spir it  to  prevail against great  odds, and the ways in 

which life  is greater th an death.  
 

Å To enable students to consider some of the important  legislation that  is being put  into law in 

the United  States, and how this may or may not affect  their  society,  and ours. 
 
 

 
In this powerful  testimony,  Gianna Jessen, an abortion sur vivor,  appeals to the Judiciary  

Subcommittee to pass the òBorn Alive Infants Protection  Actó. The following is an excerpt  from 

her presentation:  
 
 

 

earing on H.R. 4292, the "Born-Alive Infants 

Protectio n Act of  2000" House Judiciary  

Subcommittee on the Constituti on 

July 20, 2000 
 
 
My name is Gianna Jessen. I would like  to say thank you for  the 

opportunity  to speak today.  I count it  no small thing to speak the 

truth.  I depend solely on the grace of God to do this.  I am 23 years old. I was aborted and I did 

not die. My biological  mother  was 7 months pregnant when she went  to Planned Parenthood in 

southern California  and they advised her to have a late -term  saline abortion.  
 

 
A saline abortion  is a solutio n of salt  saline that is injected  into  the motherõs womb. The baby 

then gulps the solution,  it  burns the baby inside and out and then the mother  is to deliver  a dead 

baby within  24 hours. 
 

 

This happened to me! I remained in the solution for  approximately  18 hours and was delivered  

ALIVE on April  6, 1977 at 6:00 am in a California  abortion  clinic.  There were young women in the 

room who had already been given their  injectio ns and were waiting  to deliver  dead babies. When 

they saw me they experienced the horror of murder.  A nurse called an ambulance, while  the 

abortionist  was not yet on duty, and  had me t ransferred to the hospital.  I weighed a mere two 

pounds. I  was saved by the sheer power of Jesus Christ.  
 

 
Ladies and gentleman I should be blind,  burned...I  should be dead! And yet,  I live! Due to a lack 

http://www.rtl-toronto.org/


120 Eglinton Avenue, East 

 
Suite 700 

 
Toronto,  ON, M4P 1E2 

 
 

 
 

 

The Right  to Life  Associat ion of Toronto 
25 

 

 

Testimony  of  Gianna Jessen 
 

of oxygen supply during the  abortion  I live with  cerebral  palsy. 
 
 
When I was diagnosed with  this,  all  I could do was lie  ther e. "They" said that  was all  I would ever 

do! Through prayer and hard work by my foster mother,  I was walking at age 3 1/2  with  the help 

of a walker and leg braces. At that  time  I was also adopted into  my wonderful  fami ly. Today I am 

left only  with  a slight limp . I no longer have the need of a walker or leg braces. 

I am so thankful  for  my Cerebral Palsy. It  allows me to really depend on Jesus for everything.  

When the f reedoms of one group of helpless cit izens are infringed upon, such as the unborn, the 

newborn, the disabled and so-called "imperfect,ó what we do not realize is that  our freedoms as a 

NATION and Individuals are in great peril.  
 
 
I come today in favour of this Bill,  in favour of the Protection  of Life.  I come to speak on behalf  of 

the infants  who have died and for  those appointed to death.  Learned Hand, a well  respected 

American Jurist (within  our own century) said: " The spirit  of liberty  is the spirit  which is not too 

sure that  it is  right;  the spirit  of liberty  is the spirit  which seeks to understand the minds of other 

men and women; the spirit  of l iberty is the spiri t  which weighs their  interests  alongside its own 

without bias;  the spirit  of liberty  remembers that  not even a sparrow falls to earth  unheeded; the 

spirit of  liberty  is the spirit  of Him who, near 2000 years ago, taught  mankind that  lesson it  has 

never learned, but  has never quite  forgotten;  that there  is a kingdom where the least shall be 

heard and considered side by side with  the greatest."  ...  
 

 
...We  are under the j udgment of God - but  we can be saved through Christ.  Romans 5:8-10 "But 

God demonstrates his own love towards us, in that while  we were still  sinners, Christ died for  us. 

Much more then,  having now been justified  by His blood,  we shall be saved from wrath  through 

Him. For when we were ENEMIES we were reconciled  to God through the death of His Son, much 

more having been reconciled, we  shall be saved by His life."  
 

 

Death did not prevail  over me....  and I am so thankful!!  
 
 
 
 

The material  contained in this file  is made 

available courtesy  contri butors and editors  of 

Pro-Life E-News. 
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Testimony  of  Gianna Jessen 
 
 
 

Questions for  Students:  
 

 
 
 

1.  Ms. Jessen gives an impassioned, emotional  speech to the House Judiciary  

Subcommittee. How does her appeal reveal her position? Do you th ink that  it  is effective?  
 

2. Why does Ms. Jessen imply  that  the freedom of a nat ion is in peril? Do you agree 

with her positio n? 
 

3. Research the òBorn Alive Infants Protection  Act  of 2002ó? Where was it  debated?  Who 

proposed it? What was the outcome? 
 

4. Does Canada have simi lar legislation? Why or why not? 
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Grade 10:  Story of  Tasha Danvers-Smith  
 

Expectations:  
 
Å For students to see the hope and joy  that  comes from doing what is right  despite the costs. 

 
Å Students should consider the effects  of right  action  that  can bring about joy  even in the midst 

of suffering.  
 
 
 
 

UK Athlete  Gives Up Olympic  Hope for  Unexpected  Child  
 

One of Brit ain's brightest  Olympic hopes, the 400-metres hurdler  Tasha 

Danvers-Smith, spoke of both her j oy and devastation over an unplanned 

pregnancy that has dashed her chances of an Olympic medal at A thens. 

 
The newly-marri ed south London athlete, who now lives  in Los Angeles, 
admitted she  was so shocked that she even briefly con sidered an abort ion, 
before deciding she could not termina te the preg nancy. 

 
 
 

 
Tasha Danvers-Smith  

"I had high hopes. I thought I had a good chance of getting a m edal, if not a gold 

one. So it was quite devastating for me to find out I  was pregnant " she said. "But 

now I feel so happy," added the 26-year-old athlete, who  marri ed her American 

coach Darrell  Smith, 33, in  November.  

 
Now 10 weeks pregnant Mrs Danvers-Smith, from Camberwell, South London,  who was ranked sixth in the 

world last y ear, said all her hopes had been centred  on the 2004 Olympics. 

 
"I was in the shape of my life. I  was more f ocused than ever before," she said. "Then things didn't feel qui te 

right. I was feeling tired  all the time, feeling flat f or no reason." Pregnancy never occurred to her because 

her cycle seemed normal, she said, and she suffered no morning sickness. "I was still tr aining for my life ".  

 
"The timi ng could not have been worse. If I had run at Athens it would have meant greater  financial 

security, m ore recognit ion. There is nothing negat ive that can happen when you have a shot at an Olympic 

medal.  

 
"I cannot lie, I considered  an abortion. On the one hand you look at the situa t ion and say, 'I can have a baby 

and incur more costs, more problems.' We don't even have a house yet, we are staying with Darrell's par - 

ents. And I am the ma j or breadwinner.  

 
"When my body is my business, then if my body is not functioni ng, t here is no business.ó 

 
"So the tho ught did cross  our minds as an option. But this line  from the Scriptures kept c oming in to my 

head: 'For what shall it profit a  man,  if he s hall gain the w hole world and lose his own soul?'".  
 

"For me, the whole wide  world was the Olympics. At the s ame t ime, I  felt I  would be lo sing my soul. It just 

wouldn't fit  well. It would be a fo rced decision. I wou ld have had to have forced myself to do somethi ng I 

didn't want to do. Even though, as much as I would love to go the Olympics  and everything,  it would be 

something that wasn't going to make  me happy at all.  

 
"Even the thought of it d epressed me. I cried thin king about it  as I tried to co nvince myself this is what I 

should do, because it wasn't the right time, and we d idn't have the fina nces. It just made me so upset. 
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Grade 10:  Story  of  Tasha Danvers-Smith  
 

"So then I knew. For me it  was not going to be an optio n. And as soon as I decided that, I felt so happy. Even 

though I know it is going to be a struggle financially  and that I  am sacrif icing my medal hopes." 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jaden Wayde Smit h 

Born December 8, 20 04 
 

Source: Life Issues Institu te, Cincinnati,  OH, 2006 
 
 
 
 

 
Questions for  Students  

 
 

 
1.  Research the lives of people that  have made great sacrifices for  a just  cause.  What did they 

do?  Were they successful? 
 

2.  Consider a t ime in your own life  when you made the right  decision, even though it  was very 

difficult and  it  caused you to suffer.  How did you know that  your decision was in fact  the right  

one. 
 

3.  Consider a t ime in your life  when you made the wrong decision, but  it  was the easier choice at 

that time.   How did you feel? What were,  if  an, the consequences? Would you have done 

things differently given  a second chance. 
 

4.  Who are the role models in your life and  why do you look to them as an example or an inspira- 

tion? 
 

5.  Are there  principles  or values that  you will  not surrender  even if  the temptation  to is very 

great?  What are some of those principles? 
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Grade 10:  The ABC Link  
 

Expectat ion s:  
 
Å To create  awareness of the potent ial  dangers to the health  of the mother  from abortion.  

 
Å To help students consider how statist ics regarding abortion  are kept  and reported. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

he Abortion/Brea st Cancer Connection  
 

 
Megan* was only 10 when her mom was  diagnosed with 

breast  cancer. She watched her mom endure the pain of the disease and the sup- 

posed cure as she underwent a mastectomy and chemotherapy.  Megan normally  could have turned to her be- 

loved grandmother  for  comfort.  But her grandmother was diagnosed with  breast  cancer at  the same time  and 

was herself  undergoing treatment.  After  a four  year battle,  Meganõs mom died at the young age of 39. Her 

grandma lived six more years before she died of the disease. 

 
When Megan was 17 she became pregnant. At nine weeks, she made an appointment  at an abort ion clini c. When 

she arrived  they took her to a room filled  with  other girls,  gave her valium,  explained the procedure and 

performed  the abortion.  At no time  did they ask her family  or personal medical history.  

 
Megan is now 22. Because of her motherõs and grandmotherõs breast  cancer, she is considered high risk.  She 

canõt  do anything about this.  What  she didnõt know was that her abortion,  combined with her family  history,  

her age and the early stage of pregnancy termination,  increased her chances of breast  cancer by as much as 

800% before the age of 45! Why hadnõt she been told  thi s? Why, if  abortion  is about choice,  hadnõt she been 

given this inform at ion so she could make an informed  choice? 
 

 
HOW DOES AN ABORTION INCREASE MY RISK OF GETTING BREAST CANCER? 

 

 
When you become pregnant  your body produces a surge of the hormone estrogen. This causes the cells in the 

breast  to mult iply  rapidly  in the first  half of the pregnancy. In the second half ,  other  hormones are produced to 

stop this rapid growth and to direct  these cells to perform  new functions  such as producing milk.  These last 

changes protect the cells against  cancer-causing substances. When you have an abortion,  all  of those mill ions of 

cells are left  immature  and growing too fast.  Without  the second surge of hormones to turn  off  the growth  and 

direct  the cell,  they are left  open and vulnerable to cancer.  

 
IS THE RISK HIGHER FOR SOME WOMEN THAN FOR OTHERS? 

 

 
Yes. The risk of breast cancer among the general population  of women is now close to 12%. That  means 12 out 

of every 100 women in this country  will  get breast cancer. For women who have never had children  it  is closer 

to 20%. And for  those who have had no children  and also have one or more abortions itõs closer to 50%. If  you 

have a family  history  of breast cancer (mother,  aunt , grandmother or sister) and have an early abortion  at a 

young age, your chances of getting  breast  cancer before age 45 are increased 800%!  This means that you are 

eight  times more likely  to get breast cancer than if  you didnõt have any of these factors.  This was the result of 
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Grade 10:  The ABC Link  
 

eight  times more likely  to get breast cancer than if  you didnõt have any of these factors.  This was the result 

of research funded by the American Cancer Institute  in 1994. 

 

 
HAVE THERE BEEN OTHER STUDIES THAT HAVE THE SAME RESULTS? 

 

 
There have been numerous studies that  indicate  having an abortion  increases your risk of breast cancer. 

Here are just  a few:  

 
1981 - A Los Angeles study found a significant  2-4 times higher incidence of breast cancer among women 

under 33 years of age who aborted their  first  baby. (1) 

 
1993 - A Howard University study showed that  African American women over age 50 were 4.7 times more 

likely  to get breast cancer if  they had an abort ion compared to women who had not had abort ions. (2) 

 
1994 - A Nation al Cancer Institute  study of over 1,800 women in Washington State found a 50 percent  

increased risk among women who had abortions.  The risk was more than double for women whose first  

abortion  took place before age 18 or over age 30. (3) 

 
DOES IT MATTER WHAT KIND OF ABORTION YOU HAVE? 

 

 
No. It  doesnõt  matter  what kind of abort ion you have. Whether you have a surgical 

D & C abortion  or a chemical abortion  you still  increase your chances of breast 

cancer. 

 

 
WHAT ARE THE FACTORS THAT INCREASE THE RISK? 

 

 
1) How late  a woman ends her pregnancy by abortion.  

2) The age of a woman who terminates  her pregnancy. 

3) Whether she terminates  her first  pregnancy. 

4) How many abortions a woman has. 
 

 
*true  story with  only the name changed. 

 

 
 
 
 

(1) Pike MC, Henderson BE, Casagrande JT, Rosario I,  Gray GE, (1981) Oral Contraceptive  Use and Early  Abor- 

tion  as Risk Factors for  Breast Cancer in Young Women Br J Cancer, 43:72-76. 

 
(2) Laing AE, Demenais FM, Willi ams R, Kissling G, Chen VW, Bonney GE, (1993), Breast Cancer Risk Factors 

in Afri can American Women: The Howard University Tumor Registry Experience Tumor Registry Experience, 

J Natl Med Assoc, 85: 931 - 939. 

 
(3)Daling JR, Maline KE, Voight LF, White E, Weiss NS, (1994), Risk of Breast Cancer Among Young Women; 

Relationship to Individual Abortion,  J Natõl.  Cancer Inst,  Vol. 86, pages 1584 - 1592. 
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Grade 10:  The ABC Link  
 

 
Quest ions for  Students:  

 

 
 
 

1.   Joel Brind, Ph.D., is a Professor of biology and endocrinology at  Baruch College of the City University of 

NY, where he has been teaching since 1986.  He is a leading researcher in the f ield of abortion  and its 

link  to breast cancer.  Go to his website and look under FDA Testimony.  What  are some of the main 

points that  Dr. Brind makes to the Food and Drug Administration?  

 
2.   The www.abortionbreastcancer.ca  website summarizes many of the studies regarding abortion  and 

breast  cancer.  How many have been done to date?  Of the total  amount,  how many show an increased 

risk? 

 
3.   Do you think  that  the abortion/breast  cancer link  is a sufficient  enough reason to not have an abortion? 

What else might a woman want to consider? 

 
4.   What  are some of the possible complications from  abortions and what is the risk increase for  each com- 

plication?  How are these complicatio ns recorded?   Look up abortion  stat ist ics under Stat ist ics Canada. 

Compare them the findin gs of a this website at www.abortinfo.org.  

 
Helpful  Hint s:  

 
Most Statisti cs Canada complication  rate  records for  therapeutic  abortions are reported  for  hospitals only,  of  

which 25% do not report  .  Over a third  of all  abortio ns are performed  in clini cs and twice the number of late 

term  abortio ns. 

 
In the year 1992-1993, Statistics Canada released their  hospital morbidity  study which showed the following:  

3, 391 women were hospitalized  from 2 to 7 days with the diagnosis òComplications from legally  induced 

abortionó.  There were 103, 244 abort ions for  that  t ime period which puts the complication  rate at  1 in 25. 

However, a  further  4, 111 hospitali zations were reported  under the category òComplications from unspeci- 

fied  abortionó and a fin al 1, 783 hospitalizations from òComplicat ions follo wing abortion  and ectopic  and 

molar pregnanciesó.  This kind of reporting  is no longer recorded.  

http://www.abortionbreastcancer.ca/
http://www.abortinfo.org/
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Mother  Teresa  Goes to  Washingt on  Grade 11 
 

Expectations: 
 
Å For students to reflect  on how religious belief  affects oneõs world  view on mat ters of moral 

importance.  
 

Å Students consider whether  those with  religious beliefs should partici pate in the debate on issues 

that  would involve public policy.  Should those without  religi ous belief  have total cont rol of 

policy making because they are not influenced  by a faith  system? Does a òneutraló position 

really  exist? 
 
Å How can people of all  faiths and belief systems work together to make decisions on important 

moral issues? 
 

 

M other Te resa Goes to  Washington  

 
At the National Prayer Breakfast,  Washington, D.C, February 5, 

1994. Mother Teresa stood up in front  of the 4,000 guests and dared to say what no one would even 

utter.  In doing so, she received a standing ovation from the major ity gathered for  the occasion. It  

was an address repeated for  weeks on radio,  TV, and print.  Here is an excerpt  of her address. 
 

 
 
 

éBut I feel  that  the greatest  destroyer of peace today is abortion,  because it  is a war against the 
child, a direct  killing  of the innocent  child,  murder by the mother  herself.  And if  we accept that 
a mother  can kill even  her own child, how can we tell  other  people not to kill  one another? How 
do we persuade a woman not to have an abortion? As always, we must persuade her with  love 
and we remind ourselves that  love means to be will ing to give until  it  hurts.  Jesus gave even His 

life to love  us. So, the mother  who is thinking  of abortion,  should be helped to love,  that  is, to 
give until  it  hurts her  plans, or her f ree time,  to respect the life  of her child.  The father  of that  

child, whoever  he is, must also give until  it  hurts.  
 

By abortion,  the mother  does not learn to love,  but  kills  even her own child  to solve her prob- 
lems. And, by abortion,  that  father  is told  that  he does not have to take any responsibility  at all  
for the  child  he has brought into  the world.  The father  is likely  to put  other  women into  the 
same trouble.  So abortion  just leads to more abortion.  Any country  that  accepts abortion  is not 
teaching its  people to love,  but  to use any violence to get what they want.  This is why the 
greatest destroyer  of love and peace is abortion.  

 

Many people are very,  very concerned with  the children  of India,  with  the children  of Africa  
where quite  a few die of hunger, and so on. Many people are also concerned about all  the 
violence in  this great country  of the United States. These concerns are very good. But  often  
these same people are not concerned with  the millions who are being killed  by the deliberate  
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Mother  Teresa  Goes to  Washingt on  Grade 11 
 

decision of their  own mothers.  And this is what is the greatest destroyer 

of peace today ñ abortion  which brings people to such blindness. 
 

And for  this I appeal in India and I appeal everywhere ñ òLet us bring the 
child back.ó The child  is Godõs gift  to the family.  Each child  is created in 
the special image and likeness of God for  greater  things ñ to love and to 
be loved.  In this year  of the family  we must bring the child  back to the 
center of  our care and concern. This is the only way that  our world  can 
survive because our children  are the  only hope for the futu re. As older 
people are called to God, only their children  can take their  places. 

 

But what does God say to us? He says: òEven if  a mother  could forget  her 
child, I will  not forget  you. I have carved you in the palm of my hand.ó 

We are carved in the palm of His hand; that  unborn child  has been carved 
in the hand  of God from conception and is called by God to love and to 

be loved,  not only now in this life,  but  forever.  God can never forget  us. 
 

I will  tell  you something beautiful.  We are fighting  abortion  by adopti on ñ by care of the mother  
and adoption for  her baby. We have saved thousands of lives.  We have sent word to the clinics,  
to the  hospitals and police stations:  òPlease donõt destroy the child;  we will  take the child.ó So 
we always have someone tell  the mothers in trouble:  òCome, we will  take care of you, we will  
get a home for  your child.ó And we have a tremendous demand from couples who cannot have a 
child ñ but  I never give a child  to a couple who have done something not to have a child.  Jesus 
said, òAnyone who receives a child  in my name, receives me.ó By adopting a child, these couples 

receive Jesus but,  by aborting  a child,  a couple refuses to receive Jesus. 
 

Please donõt kill  the child.  I want the child.  Please give me the child.  I am willing  to accept any 
child who would  be aborted and to give that  child  to a married  couple who will  love the child  
and be loved by the child.  From our childrenõs home in Calcutta  alone, we have saved over 3000 
children from  abortion.  These children have brought such love and joy  to their  adopting parents 
and have grown up so full  of love and joy.  

 

 
 
 
 

Questions for  Discussion 
 
 
 

 
1.  What is Mother Teresaõs reason for  her claim that  òabortion is the greatest destroyer of 

love and peaceó? Do you agree with  her? Why or why not? 
 

2.  Mother Teresa is a person with  strong religious beliefs.  What is the role of religion  in the 

abortion debate? Is Mother Teresa forcing  her views on society? 
 

3.  What is the role of relig ion in society? Should religion  be allowed to inform  public  policy? 

Why or why not? 
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Activities  
 

 

1.  What do other  world  rel igions have to say about abortion? What do 

they base their  beliefs  on? Is there  a consistency among religious 

beliefs, or  do they differ  from religion  to religion? Can you explain 

the reason for  the differences  or similarities  that  you find? 

 
2.  Research the life  and writings  of Fr. Richard John Neuhaus, editor  in 

chief of First Things. What is his position  on the role of reli gion in 

secular society.  Do you agree? Why or why not? 
 
 
 

 
Helpful  Hint s 

 
One need not be religious to realize that  abortion  is a serious moral wrong. The simple use of 

reason is suf f icient.  However, people who have religious beliefs  ought not to be excluded from 

the debate  about abortion.  We are all  believers ,  even those who claim to have no religious 

beliefs.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


